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Ce toit tranquille, ou marchent des colombes,
Entre les pins palpite, entre les tombes;
Midi le juste y compose de feux

La mer, la mer, toujours recommencée!

O récompense aprés une pensée

(8)
Qu’un long regard sur le calme des dieux!
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What’s great about this country is that America started the tradition where
the richest consumers buy essentially the same things as the poorest. You can
be watching TV and see Coca-Cola, and you know that the President drinks
Coke, Liz Taylor drinks Coke, and just think, you can drink Coke, too. A
Coke is a Coke and no amount of money can get you a better Coke than the
one the bum on the corner is drinking. All the Cokes are the same and all the
Cokes are good. Liz Taylor knows it, the President knows it, the bum knows

it, and you know it. (pp. 100-101)

EC, Z2—3—JDEY V7 — MEWHEZI92FE12HOER Y 77
— DY URY Y LEMREL LD, FEARIZT + — RV TSSO
WML7eRy 77— FOEBRSICEM L, L2L, 7T—F - 7= FiC
ERAZDRH D, ZNETOIEDRICY + —FuHBZ oz
T EDEE 4 IR IC 7o Tz

19504E R, v —hvid, KA 9 A L —o =L LT, LEEE
EWFzicdicrAd v b ERHo, LELEDPS, 19600/, Z D



77

HFAEEDOHENRLICEE L o TEE Lz, ZoOMMRD B
FAHIEED—ANEZY 25— F =S5 v FEot, =5 H37+—FL
BT 72 bU— (TE) 27VIKA 0L EROERTHTE LAY
FOHT, YV AU = W, A LOZ ooz BEL .
FEMRT A —FRIVOMFEEBEDZ, 74—V D7 727 M) —ilEE -
HREOFICOB D A =2, TUYy R - LY v, TLF4
— =3, FUF4 =X OFILF IRV, ATY T xua )T
EU— - 21 LHVT,

F 7. 1960/, T —FmNVIEFWHN T2 —1—25—) D4z 5
RTeARNIT VOB FOWMITHEICFEMAKDI, A T4 - YT 4
v, 4Ty, YNNI T ALy b, XX rTa =T
PEENTVE, TRNHEDALBIFE 777 b — - 74V LIISML
Teo LT, Flo, HANRXICEBE, UV Y F - YD KIS
YUk — RV EKER Lo AN, T —FUDHET B Tk
KADEE Tz, (p.450) HiZ, TA VAL EniE, =a—3a—7D
T 2~ HBEOERY a v - DAL R0, FEOMHD 5 IE AR 7Bk
HZ2HRD 7Y IMEDOY v v 7 - A3 A7 EOIFH)IF 19604E D ™7
F—F) - T AV LICEEENT WS, (p.245)

196846 H3 H, W7 L U—+YIF A& 7t —F0EMPTE
RPERED VA - ToX 24 —RIVDAY VA THREL 2, K
i, S.CUM. (RA L) EMEn2 T7v—7) 2337 LC, S.CUM.
Manifesto (RRXEMHNCHN T 2 08EFHEE 7 + T =2 PIE) 2T 0z,
V5 FARBEOHI» S, EL, DA —FRILDT 77 b —THLHE
W MRERDRENZRD 72, T x—FVIEY T T RADEREUPIC
EEabrkLizdd7E o7,

< U - TR BREEZZT LT TCTALOTHL HICRBEL 72,
L LBh6, 74—kt SMECEEGEZHD, LrbRBETR I



78

IAFFEAS THRENE SN, ARHER, folgzilvc, HES
ROBE % [BE T 2 72 O ICHIB L CALE 2 HE LIk o Do~ v — %
Bl e, HANRICE B E, TXYREHZIC TZ208 (T4—F) &
BT —T4AME) (p.350) LEEofbwy, 22T, ZhEHL
EZEZY A — RV DEDO P Y CICRKIBOEEZET L 5 1cB L
Too Z D, TRIZFHINCEIE L 7228, JEaE CHERICEmGIN LS X —
VEZT, TILTHBICL > TY 4 —FVIEEMALEICHL LT
B2526N-DTHD,

ST, VI FRABREEBoKEHIN, HEO®R, 7727 MU —I3HE
EHREETICEI N, £IAD, ZoHBREFOER, vY—F -k
7 A3F 4 ORSREMESRE b, HicEiIRE aEEA L Z2BHL TV
Sy T T A —FRIVEBEEMDIZ S 1ZENHL kot RIS L
TOOFERIEE L 727 7 7 bV — ORI EMEEEN AT 2D R 72, L
AL, Ut —FNicid, HBICBHLTESIRE LS LA Ho T,

Before I was shot, I always thought that I was more half-there than all-
there—I always suspected that I was watching TV instead of living life.
People sometimes say that the way things happen in movies is unreal, but
actually it’s the way things happen in life that’s unreal. The movies make
emotions look so strong and real, whereas when things really do happen to
you, it’s like watching television—you don’t feel anything. Right when I was
being shot and ever since, I knew that I was watching television. The

(15
channels switch, but it’s all television. (p. 91)

ELDLI9704ER,. T A —FRINIF Vo ZHIRERAICKE > TWvo Tz,
WIZIE, HANRICEBE, 94 —FRNVIEY I — - A—F —DBHITKEE
fEEET—HEL, TARICBDNTFTA P 2D B2 G



79

Ky (p.339) Kok, R7 -asknickd b, 74+ —FLidHEa
Sy vavT, &/ 0REEDHICE { ORERZE NG T H & Z o
oo RATN DX IV AT VDLNT R - L—H - =L EHETE,
WoTEOFILT 77—, OO 7> 257 - =V EEFEHE, v
gV =, IAY IR, Varv-L )Yy YATF 1R T
Yy b 2NV F—%inr, (p.447) Hio, HALVRIck B &, 1972
F 4 —FOVIENRR S ANz FEADIERY — & —FBRED
HEREZER L7, (p.417) Zofid THRIRGESR fibhizb ol
olre ¥l WiF, P25 —F =oAL T4 v va—) 2%
AIEEL., Bz, " —FhVIFAED NI oY) 2%KfT L1, 2o
TUA—FIVIEHTOEZZUTO LS ICHED 2,

... making money is art, and working is art and good business is the best

art. (p. 92)
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When you want to be like something, it means you really love it ... I love

plastic idols. (p. 39)
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(16)

Whatever I do, and do machine-like, is because it is what I want to do.

(p. 12)
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I don’t think he’s badly sized at all.
He can only tells us.

He could show us. When that little man goes you can. (p. 140)
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Andy needed some prodding to get into the fray on his own. De Antonio
was the one who insisted. “You’ve got more ideas than anybody around.”

(p. 163)
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All my films are artificial, but then everything is sort of artificial. The

artificial fascinates me, the bright and shiny. (p. 31)
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He (Victor) would come to the Factory to urinate on canvases that had
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already been primed with copper-based paint by Andy or Ronnie Cutrone,
who was a second ghost pisser much appreciated by Andy, who said that the
vitamin B that Ronnie took made a “prettier” color when the acid in the urine
turned the copper green. Victor told me that Andy gave him vitamins to take
too. “He’d say, you take them at night and you come here every day” Did
Andy ever use his own urine? My diary shows that when he first began the
series, in December 1977, he did—I didn’t witness the act of creation, he
referred to it in passing. But he soon turned to Victor and Ronnie, as usual
preferring to have others do the repetitive technical work for him, And there
were many others: boys who’d come to lunch and drink too much wine, and
find it funny or even flattering to be asked to help Andy ‘paint.” Andy always

18
had a little extra bounce in his walk as he led them to his studio.
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Some years later in New York, Paik invited Merce Cunningham and me to
Canal Street to see his Zen for Film an hour-long film without images. “The

mind is like a mirror.” (p. 22)
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“The building of new electronic super highways will become an even
huger enterprise. Assuming we connect New York with Los Angeles by
means of an electronic telecommunication network that operates in strong
transmission ranges, as well as with continental satellites, wave guides,
bundled coaxial cable, and later also via laser beam fiber optics: the
expenditure would be about the same as for a Moon landing, except that the

@)
benefits in term of by-products would be greater.”
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Vocabulary Testing:

Perspectives and Prospects

Daniel DUNKLEY

Vocabulary learning occupies a special place in all types of language
learning. We acquire competencies at widely differing speeds. In our native
language, although we acquire proficiency in the phonological system very
early, and our grammatical skill is fairly complete after about 15 years,
vocabulary learning occupies us throughout our period of full-time education,
and is never completely finished. In fact whereas all educated adults have a
common level of pronunciation and grammar, they share only a core body
of vocabulary; a considerable part of our vocabulary is dependent on our life
experiences, both professional and private.

In second language learning, too, vocabulary is a special case. The
phonological system of a foreign language can be understood fairly quickly,
since there is a limited number of sounds the human speech production system
is capable of, and thus there is a considerable area of overlap between the
sounds of any two languages. However, the irony with phonology is that in
spite of this similarity, for most learners phonology is an insuperable barrier,
and one is almost bound to be recognized by native speakers as foreign in the
sounds one makes. Grammar too, can normally be understood in a year or two
by an adult, and with practice it can be mastered practically. But vocabulary

learning is a slow and laborious process, involving considerable trial and error,



104

and repeated forgetting and re-learning.

Any assessment of spoken or written competence in a foreign language
involves vocabulary testing. This paper will examine the nature of vocabulary,
the process of vocabulary acquisition, the state of research into vocabulary

assessment, and future prospects for improvements in vocabulary testing.

Vocabulary fundamentals

The layman would be surprised to be asked the question “What is a word?
The average language learner, too, is familiar with bilingual vocabulary lists,
and can probably state roughly how many words he or she knows in the
language in question. However, the definition of a word is a thorny one for
many specialists, particularly lexicographers and testers. To show the need for
refinement of the blunt idea of a word, we could start by counting the words in
a paragraph. Here we notice that some words occur frequently especially a, the
and that, while others occur only once. This distinction leads to the idea of a
token, the individual word, and type the different word forms. Thus in the brief
text “He has a brother and a sister.” there are seven tokens but only six types.
It is well known that as a speaker of a language, whether native or second,
matures, the ratio of types to tokens increases. A child might say My brother has
a computer and my sister has a computer. (11 tokens 7 types) A more mature
speaker might say Of my siblings, my brother and sister both have computers.
which contains 11 tokens and 11 types.

The next point is that when we speak of vocabulary size we need to decide
whether we should count words like a the fo for and so on as words. There is
clearly a continuum of meaning. 4 and the, the articles, while being an integral

part of many languages (for example English, French and German) are absent
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from many others (Russian, Japanese). Thus they are virtually dispensable,
and in fact many speakers of English, French and German as second languages
around the world communicate quite effectively without using them. At the
other end of the continuum are nouns, which if removed from a sentence make
it meaningless. Somewhere between these two extremes come prepositions and
adjectives. Words at the low end of this hierarchy of meaning are sometimes
called function words and at the high end content words.

Words in most language are inflected in several ways: using suffixes, prefixes
or by changes in a middle vowel. Thus we find sing sings, (Eng) plhvat’
poplyvat’ (Russian) or sing-sang (Eng, Ger) or by; a combination of two or
more methods of inflection Land-Ldnder (German) plyvat’ poplyval (Russian).
The collective term for a base form and one or more inflected forms is a lemma.
Thus, for example the group sing sings sang sung is one lemma.

While there are several inflected forms of words — in English essentially
nouns pronouns and verbs, but in many other languages also articles and
adjectives — there are also related forms of a word with distinct meanings. Thus
the noun board has the inflected form boards, then the verb forms board boards
and boarded, and in addition several other meanings as a verb: to board a ship
to board at a school to board up a window. Even as a noun it has three distinct
meanings: a piece of wood and a committee and accommodation (room and
board). This large collection of related words is referred to as a word family.

The above distinctions are important when we come to estimate vocabulary
size. Essentially a count of vocabulary size should be a count of knowledge of
word families, not of word forms. For example if we count run runs ran and
running as four words rather than as one word family run, then clearly we will
credit a speaker with three times the actual number of words. This is one reason
why estimates of vocabulary size vary so widely. One recent survey noted that

an English native speaker’s vocabulary been put at anything from 18,000 to
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25,000 words. (Quinion 2010)

In addition to the question of defining a word, it is clear that we need to be
aware not just of individual words but also of phrases or idioms, sometimes
called multi-word lexical items. One example of a study of this field is that of
Nattinger and DeCarrico (1992). They adopted the terminology lexical phrase,
and proposed four types: the polyword (for the most part) the institutional
expression (once upon a time) phrasal constraints (a ... ago) and finally
sentence builders (Not only ... but also ...).

Although multi-word lexical items are an important part of our vocabulary,
we find that most vocabulary tests consist of single word items. There are
several reasons for this. It is one thing to identify multi-word lexical items but
quite another to assess knowledge of them. Especially when using computer-
based texts, it is much easier to count single word items than multi-word items.
Furthermore, they are very slippery, in that they vary in form and are not a finite
easily identified group. A final reason for their absence from most tests is their
comparative rarity, as Read (2000, 24) points out “If frequency in the language
is an important criterion for choosing lexical items for a selective vocabulary
test, only a small number of multi-word items may qualify on that basis.”

What do we mean when we say “I know that word?” Before we test
something we must define it, or to put it in more formal terms, we must define
a construct before operationalizing it. The simple understanding of knowing is
that we can remember words. But what do we mean by that? Is it just that we
can produce it at the right time? When we consider everyday language use, we
realize that native speakers’ knowledge is not the same for every word. Whereas
some words can be spontaneously produced, others can be recalled only with
effort, and still others can not be produced at all, but only recognized when
heard or read.

In fact, rather than simply having the word in one’s memory, knowledge of
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an item involves a variety of quite separate skills. According to one well known
article (Richards 1976) there are seven distinct sub-skills in knowing a word.
For example, there is knowing in the sense of knowing the underlying form
and its derived forms; also in the sense of knowing the limitations of the use
of the word. An example of the latter knowledge is to say when we know the
word station correctly we will not stay train stop for train station nor will we
say bus station when we mean bus stop. A more complex picture of vocabulary
knowledge is given by Nation (1990) who divides it into productive and
receptive skills. In fact these two areas are unbalanced; production involves
a greater knowledge of a word than reception. Nation’s scheme divides
knowledge of a word into knowledge of form, position, function and meaning.

Whereas testers are always concerned to make a definition of vocabulary
knowledge fit their particular needs, applied linguists are not constrained in this
way. So a wide-ranging characterization of vocabulary knowledge has been
proposed by Chapelle (Chapelle 1994, Chapelle and Read 2001). Her scheme
combines two notions: that of knowledge and use. Accordingly there are three
main strands to her explanation: the context of vocabulary use, (both linguistic
and pragmatic), vocabulary knowledge, similar to the previous definition and
finally metacognitive strategies. The most common skill in the latter case is
avoidance, by which a speaker or writer sidesteps an unknown word.

In summary, we have seen how vocabulary knowledge involves both many
different kinds of knowledge and also a range of skills, and includes the use of
words in context. It is an awareness of this complexity which leads the language
tester to make decisions on the strategy to be applied when testing vocabulary

knowledge.
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Learning vocabulary

While the language tester needs to be equipped with a practically useful
definition of vocabulary knowledge, he or she is greatly helped by an
understanding of vocabulary acquisition. Of course, most people have learned
a second language and have memories of how they learned vocabulary. The
average English native speaker’s first experience of language learning was
probably French or Spanish, so the strategy of looking for similar L1 words
probably comes to mind first. However, thinking globally, for most language
students learning a foreign language is a very different experience because there
is so little in common with one’s native language. In recent years there has been
an effort to understand how students learn words, (see Laufer 1998) particularly
focusing on two questions. The first one is leaning facility: what makes a
work difficult to learn? The second one is retention: what is the best means of
ensuring that a word is remembered?

It has been found that different classes of words have different levels of
difficulty. For example, nouns are easier to learn than adjectives. Then, idioms
and phrases are more difficult than adjectives. Finally the word’s sound plays
a role; a word with a difficult pronunciation is harder to learn than an easily
pronounced one.

As for learning methods, there are some effective strategies, such as the
keyword technique (Pressley et al, 1987) whereby an image of the word is
suggested. Additionally, when learning a new word, vocalization — actually
saying the word aloud — greatly helps memorization. Learning methods vary
according to the student’s level. Beginners learn according to the sound of the
word, whereas more advanced students think of the meaning.

The relative effectiveness of vocabulary learning methods has been studied.

In his research, Nation found that the “old fashioned” learning of words from
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lists, was not necessarily less effective than the “new” leaning in context
method. It must be borne in mind, however, there are two ways of investigating
learning methods. One is to conduct carefully designed “laboratory tests”
in which, for example, some students are asked to learn a list of nonsense
words in different ways, and their retention rates are compared. The problems
with the laboratory methods were enunciated by Meara (1994). The fact that
the “courses” are very short, the number of words used quite small, and the
memorising techniques used very narrow in scope led him to be sceptical about
the usefulness of this type of study.

As a result of these drawbacks another approach to learning method research
seems necessary, that is to say the study of students’ learning in the classroom.
Although this seems less rigorous it is in fact closer to real-world language
learning. Indeed many attempts have been made to observe real language
students in order to find how they learn. This has produced lists of strategies
and an attempt to classify them. For example Schmitt, in a series of articles
has observed language learners in different real-life situations. In one case
he collected data about students over a long period of years. (Schmitt 1998)
He also elicited data from a group of Japanese students of English on their
methods (Schmitt 1997), finding that while reference to dictionaries was the
most popular approach, written or oral repetition were also used, and also that
vocabulary learning methods changed between high school and adult students.

The acquisition of vocabulary in reading, especially in first languages
has received considerable attention. In the 1980s Nagy and colleagues (for
example Nagy, Anderson and Herman 1987) found that students increased
their vocabulary unconsciously (incidentally) by reading. Similarly in second
language learning, students’ incidental learning has been investigated in various
situations. One study (Day Omura and Hiramatsu 1991) found similar incidental

learning as Nagy, and in a study of reading using dictionaries (Luppescu and
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Day 1993) dictionary users retained more vocabulary than non-users.

If context helps readers to acquire vocabulary, perhaps strategies can be
taught to develop students’ conscious acquisition of vocabulary in context. This
is known as inferencing meaning from context. Sternberg and Powell’s (1983)
theory of learning words from context distinguishes between external context,
such as how often the unknown word occurs, and internal context, such as the
prefixes and suffixes the words takes.

Inferencing from context also occurs when reading L2 texts. However, its
effectiveness has been found to depend critically on the level of proficiency in
the L2. If the density of unknown words (their frequency in relation to known
words) is high then the reader will fail to infer the meaning of unknown words.
Laufer’s study of Israeli students led her to assert that students need a 3000
word-family vocabulary in order to be successful guessers. (Laufer 1997)

It is clear that while there are wide differences in L2 vocabulary learning,
which depend on many factors, such as the relation between the L1 and L2,
the students’ general proficiency, age and possibly also gender, personality
and motivation, intervention by an observant teacher can be effective.
Improvements in the speed of learning and the length of retention and can
be achieved by well-known strategies such as saying the word aloud, writing
it down, using it in a written or spoken text and finding the L1 equivalent.
However there is disagreement between teachers over whether effort put into
strategy training is time well spent. As with all language learning, vocabulary
learning is a demanding process, with many setbacks and false starts. As a
result, even though some scepticism with regard to “miracle methods” may be
warranted, one can sympathize with teachers who try to help students become

effective learners.
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Vocabulary research tests

There are two main purposes of vocabulary tests. One is to assess the size of
a student’s vocabulary and the other is to assess a student’s overall proficiency.
In the former type individual vocabulary items are elicited, using the discrete-
point method. In the latter type sometimes known as integrative, vocabulary
is tested in the context of longer reading or listening passages. Another
terminology for the two types is decontextualized or context-independent tests,
the latter contextualized or context-dependent.

Objective testing became very popular, especially in the USA. Spolsky (1995,
40) points out that the first tests of this kind appeared from 1916 onwards,
gradually replacing earlier essay-type examinations. They reached their peak
of popularity in the thirty years following Lado’s book Language Testing in
1961. This was a time of great expansion in higher education, especially in the
USA, and thus a time of great demand for efficient large-scale examinations for
university entrance. The attraction of objective tests was based one type of test
item: multiple choice. A recent example from the STEP Eikin test (level three)
is as follows (Eiken 2010):

The T-shirt I bought yesterday is a little too long. I want to () it for a
smaller one.
1 spend 2 grow 3 follow 4 exchange

This type of item came into use for several convincing reasons. It was fairly
easy and quick to write, it could be based on a specific vocabulary list, it could
be marked by machines, it has high reliability, and it was held to be a good
indicator of language ability.

However, although objective tests have remained popular they have been
subjected to scrutiny by scholars. The resulting criticisms were summarized

by Wesche and Paribakht (1996). Among these were that candidates could
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score well by a process of elimination only, that a very small sample of the
candidate’s vocabulary is tested, and that the reason for a wrong answer could
be lack of syntactical knowledge rather than vocabulary.

We noticed that there are many different aspects to defining a word, and
this is reflected in vocabulary knowledge. One student may know just one
meaning of a word, while another may know several idiomatic expressions
using this word. This difference has been caught in the concepts of depth and
breadth of vocabulary knowledge. Breadth is relatively superficial knowledge
of many words, whereas depth is a fuller understanding, a knowledge “of all
the distinctions that would be understood by an ordinary adult under normal
circumstances.” (Anderson and Freebody 1981, 93)

As a result of this distinction, researchers have constructed separate tests for
measuring breadth or depth. However, not all words are equally familiar even to
a native speaker. Children know many words with one meaning and later in life
they acquire more meanings. Accordingly we need to group words and word
meanings by difficulty. Especially for the purpose of testing vocabulary depth
we need to establish a hierarchy of vocabulary difficulty. For native speakers
Nagy and Anderson (1984) grouped word families in five levels expressing
the degree of relatedness of the derived form to the base form. Thus the base
form moon is simply related to moonlight, whereas higher up the scale the base
word content’s meaning is unrelated to that of the derived word contentment.
For most L2 vocabulary size tests West’s (1953) General Service List, strangely
dating from half a century ago, is the normal starting point.

Having established what we need to test, namely a representative sample
of West’s list, what type of test is suitable? At least three basic item types are
available: multiple choice, as in the example above, matching each word to a
synonym or definition and choosing the correct L1 equivalent.

Two major vocabulary size tests are the Vocabulary Levels Test (Nation
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1990) and the Eurocentres vocabulary size test. Nation’s test claims to assess a
candidate’s vocabulary by placing him or her in one of five levels: 2000, 3000,
5000 word and university level bands. The definition of each level is based on
Thorndike and Lorge’s list of word frequencies (1944). The format is word to
definition matching. For example:

1 apply 2 elect 3 jump 4 manufacture 5 melt 6 threat.

choose by voting  become like water  make

In validation studies this test has been found to be robust, but with one
caveat. Because many of the difficult words in English are Latin-based,
Romance language speakers are favored. However, in spite of this it has been
praised by Meara (1996, 38) as “the nearest thing we have to a standard test of
vocabulary.” The popularity of this test is shown by its later development into
The Vocabulary Size Test (Nation and Beglar 2009).

The purpose of the Eurocentres vocabulary size test is slightly different. It
is used as a placement test for language school classes. It has the great virtue
of speed, since it can be taken at a computer terminal in ten minutes, with the
results given immediately.

The format, known as checklist is surprising at first glance Each word
appears on the screen and the candidate answers the question “Do you know
this word?” by clicking on a yes or no box. To avoid cheating, an ingenious
method is applied. Among the words are many (a third of all the items, in
fact) which are fake items or non-words, such as cokram or obsolation; if the
candidate claims to know these, then his or her score is reduced. In validation
studies (Meara 1996, 43) it has been found that candidates claim to know
certain non-words depending on their native language. Moreover another
problem is that low level candidates score lower than they should. However the
practicality and speed of the test have made it popular, and there are hopes that

the problems can be solved.
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Turning now to vocabulary depth, also called quality of vocabulary, a word
associates test was developed by Read. By depth he understood the number of
different meanings of each word. As a result the words are not very difficult but
they are used in more difficult ways than in the vocabulary size test. The item
format was as follows:

Choose the related words from the list

Edit

Arithmetic film pole publishing revise risk surface text

In this case the correct answers are film publishing revise and text

In order to validate the test, Read conducted both statistical analysis and
think-aloud studies with the participants. He found that because of guessing,
vocabulary had not been successfully evaluated. A resulting later version of the
test was less ambitious in scope, focusing “specifically on the meanings and
collocational possibilities of adjectives.” (Read 2000, 185)

We see that, based on established word-frequency lists, vocabulary size can
be measured in an economical way. Moreover, although linguists might dispute
that vocabulary size is directly related to general proficiency, it has proved to
be a practical tool for student placement. On the other hand, vocabulary depth
or range is more difficult to assess. Possibly with more effort an improved and
practical test could be produced. Indeed, the concept of vocabulary size is easier
to define than language proficiency or communicative proficiency which are the

constructs underlying the major commercial tests.

The future of vocabulary testing

The vast increase in the use of computers for communication has changed

many aspects of our life, from commerce to social life, and language testing has
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been no stranger to this trend. Particularly two aspects of testing have changed:
test delivery and vocabulary scholarship.

Since 1990 there have been several large scale tests mediated by computer.
The TOEFL examination, which is required by US universities for international
students, has an iBT (internet-based) version in addition to its PBT (paper based
test) version. Initially a computer-based test (CBT) version started in 1998 and
the iBT was added in 2005. In this test reading, writing, listening and speaking
are tested separately. However, there are no separate grammar or vocabulary
sections. These skills are included in the other sections and subsumed under
criteria such as “effective communication” or “accuracy of expression”. Thus
vocabulary is tested in a contextualized and integrative way. Similarly, the
Cambridge examination organization offers a wide range of computer-based
ESOL proficiency tests from the low-level Key English Test (KET) to the
professional-level Business English Test (BULATS). Again vocabulary and
grammar are not tested specifically but they are covered in the criteria for
evaluation in the writing and speaking sections, known as “lexical resources”
and “range of grammatical expression”. A more recent test is the Pearson Test
of English (PTE) of which the PTE Academic is similar in purpose to TOEFL
and IELTS. It is relatively short, taken in a single three-hour test session, and
consists of three timed sections, Speaking and Writing, Reading, and Listening.
Again it is computer based, and in addition all reporting is done through the
internet.

Thus the internet is being used to make testing less time-consuming and
inconvenient for both the taker and institutions. Additionally test making
organizations are slowly learning to make use of the computer.

The second way in which computers are shaping the future of vocabulary
testing is in the production of vocabulary lists. The raw material for more

accurate vocabulary lists is the computer-based corpus. This is a large collection
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of texts. For example, the British National Corpus is a 100 million word
collection of samples of written and spoken language, and the TIME magazine
archive contains 100 million words of text of American English from 1923
to the present, as found in TIME magazine. In addition to the corpus, special
software allows the reader to compile lists according to certain criteria such as
word frequency or collocations.

Recently, special corpora have been created in order to empirically make lists
in certain specific fields. Two obvious candidates are business and academic
English. An academic word list was based on a 3.5 million word corpus of
academic texts at a New Zealand University (Coxhead 2000). Hyland and
Tse (2007) noted that the AWL was a humanities-only list, so created a more
wide-ranging academic corpus in Hong Kong. Finally, drawing on the fact
that academic vocabulary contains not just words, but multi-word phrases, a
group at the University of Michigan drew up an academic formulas list from
both spoken and written sources (Simpson-Vlach and Ellis 2010). The core
list contains 207 formulae which are common in both speech and writing. For
example, the top three written fomulae are on the other hand, due to the fact
that and it should be noted and the spoken counterparts are be able to, blah
blah blah, (sic) and this is the. This corpus-derived knowledge guides writers of
academic tests such as TOEFL and IELTS.

Conclusion

In summary, vocabulary knowledge is a vital part of fluency in a second
language. Especially in the productive skills of speaking or writing a wide and
growing vocabulary gives the student confidence and builds motivation. As a

result evaluation of vocabulary plays an important pedagogical role, by making



117

available to the student precise data on the growth of his or her language
resources. We have noted that a working definition of a word is a necessary
preliminary step in assessing vocabulary size, and that the word family is a
useful concept. Furthermore measuring vocabulary has many applications. For
example, vocabulary size is a useful indicator of reading ability.

As for the vocabulary testing method, there has been a trend in recent
years, as part of the communicative language learning movement, to integrate
vocabulary testing into tests of each of the four skills, or indeed to conflate
two or more skills in one test. Thus we find the integrative items types in
TOEFL where listening reading and speaking or listening reading and writing
are combined. For the future, especially as the search for economical and
speedy testing continues, one can envisage vocabulary tests being used as
efficient measures of overall language proficiency. As a result, it is surely no
exaggeration to say that vocabulary testing will play an important part in the

future of language testing.

Note

The author acknowledges with gratitude the receipt of an AGU research grant
which allowed him to visit Dr John Read at the University of Auckland New Zealand
in March 2010.
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Forrest Gump vs. The Graduate:
Contrasting Views of the 1960’s

Russell NOTESTINE

Movies are an excellent resource or even basis for many types of academic
study. Of these, one of the best is using them to study the history and sociology
of the eras which they depict (and also the eras in which they were made).
Films add artistic, aesthetic and intellectual depth to history in a much more
tangible fashion than presenting history as an abstract timeline of events. In the
same sense that a history of classic European art is necessarily a study of the
values and history of the eras in which they were made, a study of film offers
insights into the time periods in which they were made. Gone With the Wind
teaches us in a very meaningful way the deep pride and passion that marks the
American South to this day.

Movies not only bring history to life, they can shape it and even rewrite it to
a certain extent given their very powerful ability to influence people’s views
and opinions. The filmmaker directly controls the emotional content, music,
dialogue and even the historical content of the film. This is an extremely
powerful tool. Good filmmakers are often able to tell a compelling story with
appealing characters and a gripping story while at the same time making what
amounts to a subjective interpretation of the politics and issues of the day. An
excellent way to understand (and teach) this is to watch different films with

different spins on the same era. Watching Roots for example is a powerfully
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compelling counterbalance to the way Gone with the Wind glorifies the spirit
and chivalry of the lost civilization of the Old South.

This paper will address both of these issues by presenting observations and
insights on how the author has used the two films The Graduate and Forrest
Gump to study the 1960’s. These are two popular movies which are very
different not only in style but also in their takes on the events and politics of the
1960’s.

The sixties is widely considered to be the most eventful and game-changing
decade in recent American history. The scope of the social changes during the
60’s are indeed astounding and still very relevant today: music, movies, fashion,
technology, morality, social behavior, divorce rates, racial relations etc. are just
the beginning of the major areas of change that took place. An initial survey of
some of the major events would include: the Vietnam War, anti-war protests,
assassinations of John and Robert Kennedy as well as Martin Luther King,
strange new types of movies such as 2001, The Graduate and Dr. Strangelove,
the Apollo moon landing, the Beatles, and widespread drug use. I believe
that America is still trying to come to terms with many of these changes. The
framing and context of many of today’s social issues and divisions are often
directly influenced by the huge social changes that exploded during the 60’s.

While both The Graduate and Forrest Gump deal directly with the 1960’s,
they couldn’t be more different in both message and style. For this reason,
they are excellent examples of how two different films can have a completely
different take and present completely different sides of the same subject. This
makes it not only an excellent tool for teaching the power of filmmaking but

also a great basis for discussing the events and history of the era.
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The Films

The Graduate was made during the heart of the social upheaval of the sixties
in 1967 and was soon considered by many to be the film of the decade. It is a
film about a young man, Benjamin Braddock, who has just graduated from an
elite eastern school and comes home to California. He is very confused about
his future and does not get any help from either his parents or their friends who
seem to be concerned only with money and girls. He is later seduced by one his
parents’ friends (Mrs. Robinson) and has an emotionally meaningless, half-year
relationship based only upon a series of empty sexual encounters. Benjamin is
awakened from this tedious existence when he is energized by falling in love
with Mrs. Robinson’s daughter Elaine. Benjamin fights for and finally takes
Elaine away after he forces his way into the church where she has just married
future doctor Carl Smith.

Forrest Gump, although made in 1994, largely deals with the social events
of the 1960’s. Gump is a film about a mentally handicapped (and initially
physically handicapped) young man who grows up in rural Alabama and goes
on to have an amazing life. He falls in love with his childhood friend Jenny
at a young age. He then goes to college as a football player because it turns
out he can run very fast. After graduating from the University of Alabama, he
joins the army and serves in Vietnam. His amazing knack for ping-pong allows
him to travel the world, but his real dream is to honor a promise made to his
Vietnam friend Bubba and operate a shrimp boat. He does indeed do this and
is eventually helped by another Vietnam friend Lieutenant Dan Taylor. With
the help of a hurricane, the “shrimping” business becomes very successful and
Forrest becomes very rich and is able to retire. He finally marries his childhood
sweetheart Jenny whose complicated life led her to drugs and promiscuity

which unfortunately gave her the AIDS virus as well. His life is based on the
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two mottos he was taught by his mother: “Life is like a box of chocolates, you

never know what you're gonna get!”” and “Stupid is as stupid does.”

Key Differences between the Films

Political Philosophy

The most elemental difference between the two films is how they view
and present the very basic counter-cultural, rebellious aspect of the 1960’s. In
simple terms, The Graduate glorifies and encourages youth rebellion while
Forrest Gump ridicules it. In The Graduate, Benjamin conspicuously rebels
against going mainstream while Forrest Gump conspicuously does everything
he’s supposed to do. He brushes his teeth and combs his hair. He serves in
Vietnam and says “Yes, drill sergeant!!”. Nowhere are the differing views
of rebellion more evident however than in the characterization of the people
around the main characters.

In The Graduate, all the middle-class—presumably “normal” mainstream
members of society—are presented by the director Mike Nichols as an absurd
bunch of shallow, greedy people completely devoid of any spiritual value. In the
beginning of the film the main character Benjamin is thrust in front of all of his
parents’ friends at a welcome-home party. In this very wickedly funny scene he
is accosted by a clownish cast of characters who talk about how “proud, proud,
proud, proud, proud” they are and how given his success at school he’ll now be
able to “pick up lots of chicks and teenyboppers.” The film’s signature line is
delivered by Mr. Maguire who offers what he believes to be the very profound
advice of looking into a career in “plastics!” Through humorous parody and
absurdity the message resonates loud and clear: American middle-class society

lacks meaningful values and is obsessed only with money, power and sex.
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Soon after the opening party sequence, Benjamin is very casually and
callously seduced by Mrs. Robinson. She does this completely out of boredom
and has absolutely no interest in having a meaningful relationship or even
any meaningful conversation. The Graduate presents Benjamin with a very
empty, vacuous world which offers him nothing. His only option is to reject
these values and rebel by choosing the presumably more enlightened younger
generation.

In Forrest Gump however, the people being ridiculed are the very same
younger generation that The Graduate inherently glorifies. When Forrest is
young he first meets Jenny and loyally loves and supports her throughout the
film. Jenny however has a very complicated life and escapes the boredom and
scars of her sexually abusive childhood in Alabama by fleeing to the hippie drug
culture of California which was the cradle of the rebellious 1960’s. This does
not however offer her a positive experience. Jenny becomes a promiscuous drug
addict as she finds ways “to expand her mind.” These experiences are presented
in a mostly unsympathetic light and lead to her becoming so desperate and
lonely that she nearly kills herself. Indeed only when she comes back to Forrest
is she able to gain any strength.

The most scathingly critical and farcical presentation of 1960’s counter
culture in Forrest Gump are the scenes in Washington DC. Forrest has just
come back from Vietnam and innocently wants to see “our nation’s capital.”
Just as The Graduate parodies mainstream America so does Forrest Gump
parody the hippies as noisy and pushy people who do lots of shouting but very
little listening. Forrest first meets a crazed hippie decked out in an American
flag who wants to hear from Forrest what happened in “Viet-f-ing-Nam!” Later
after meeting Jenny, he meets her boyfriend Wesley who slaps Jenny because
he says he was stressed out by “that lying SOB President Johnson.” When they

are returning to California, Forrest emphatically says that Jenny should return
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to Greenbow, Alabama! The obvious meaning here is that Jenny should give
up the silly counter-culture, hippie life and come back to the simpler and better

rural lifestyle where people don’t do drugs and don’t protest.

STYLE

The Graduate is a much more abstract and symbolic film. The main
characters are not meant to be taken as real people who are struggling to resolve
some kind of problem or are fighting to overcome something bad. Instead they
are abstract symbols of 1960’s society. Specifically Benjamin is symbolic of a
naive young man thrust into the adult world of the 1960’s like a fish into water
(he is indeed actually pushed into the backyard swimming pool by his parents
on his 21st birthday). He comes across various people who are symbolic of the
greed and emptiness of the middle class: Mr. MacGuire and plastics, his own
parents and most obviously the lonely and pitiful Mrs. Robinson. When in the
end Benjamin chooses Elaine, he is symbolically choosing youth and rebellion
over the status quo.

Forrest Gump, on the other hand, is much more of a straightforward movie
in the classic Hollywood narrative style: a good guy who struggles and
then succeeds in life. The film has a feel-good ending and leaves us hopeful
about the future of both Forrest and the world in general. It tells us that if we
appreciate simplicity, good things will happen. Gump is indeed such a simple
character that both he and the film in general have been viewed as promoting
the virtues of a more Asian style Taoist philosophy in contrast to the noisy
and opinionated western social style. Benjamin Hoff cleverly made the same
connection in his 1983 book The Tao of Pooh where he notices that the title
character’s lifestyle and philosophy (or lack thereof) are strikingly similar to the
old Chinese values of Taoism. Hoff’s premise is that “while Eeyore frets and

Piglet hesitates and Rabbit calculates and Owl pontificates, Pooh just is. And
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that’s the clue to the secret wisdom of the Taoists.” In this way, Forrest Gump is
also an ideal Taoist—especially when contrasted with both Lieutenant Dan and
Jenny’s loud and belligerent behavior and American society in general during

this period. Forrest just is while the whole country goes crazy around him.

POLITICS: Left vs. Right?

While this may be obvious, it is worth mentioning that 7he Graduate is a film
which philosophically promotes the political idea that mainstream society needs
to be changed—i.e., a basically liberal view. Benjamin by spiriting Elaine away
from the church is saying that society and its rules are not worth following and
that young people need to change the world. While Forrest Gump, on the other
hand, does his duty to his community and country. He stays home and loves his
mother and respects the values of his parents. These are obviously conservative
values. Fairbanks (1999) goes so far as to suggest that Gump is “little more
than a right wing fable whose message is ‘vote Republican’ and whose
central character is the embodiment of ‘traditional values’ and is a simpleton
who worships God, honors his mother, does what he’s told and never asks
questions.” Forrest Gump has even been recognized by the National Review—a
famous conservative journal—as one of the top films of all time going on to say
that “despite his room temperature 1Q, he is still an unexpected font of wisdom”
(Hays, 2009).

Furthermore as a geographical reinforcement, by using the very unusual (by
Hollywood standards) setting of Alabama for Forrest Gump, the basic idea
of traditional “middle America” values are even further enforced. In recent
American politics the American South and Midwest are the heart of the “red
state” block of conservative states that usually support republicans while 7he
Graduate is set in California which is the strongest of the “blue state” block

that usually votes democratic.
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Teaching Observations

All of these observations are a pretty heavy load to teach to Japanese students
fresh out of high school and often completely unaccustomed to analyzing the
meaning of society in this fashion. Indeed in recent years the 1960’s are fading
away quickly as students become more and more unaware of even the most
famous icons of the era such as the Beatles or JFK. Rather than a reason to give
up however, this is all the more reason to try even harder. I thus share here some
observations about how I have gone about the difficult task of creating interest
in and teaching awareness about the amazing things that happened in the 1960°s

though film.

Salesmanship

In today’s world of ever shrinking attention spans and electronic smart-
phones, it is even more important that teachers possess the skill to “sell” the
idea of old fashioned studying by presenting the content in more appealing
methods. This is indeed one of the reasons alluded to earlier for using films in
the classroom. It is worth it I believe to spend some time trying to challenge
students to make the effort to assume the responsibility of challenging
themselves. High school students are almost always very used to having
knowledge spoon fed to them by teachers and are completely unused to the idea
of independent analysis. It certainly takes lots of effort at simply convincing
students that they can indeed do that rather than giving in to their natural
desire to quickly give up and say “I don’t understand.” It is well worth making
efforts at convincing students that they really can make some of these basic

observations themselves.
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Simplification

The content and themes of the films are presented in much simpler terms in
the actual classroom. In addition to this, Japanese language translation of the
English textbook are of invaluable help to those students who take the time to
read it. It should be mentioned however that simplification of language and
understandability is different from “dumbing-down” the content. It is my belief
that teachers sometimes pander to students’ stated desires for something “easy.”
There’s a fine line and delicate skill involved here as over simplification will
lead to boredom. There is nothing presented in this paper that is not basically

attainable by most Japanese college students.

1960’s Background

It is well worth introducing some of the basic icons of the era as well.
In most cases students may have vaguely heard of things that to those who
experienced the era consider to be icons. In introducing The Graduate, 1 usually
show a video of Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds by the Beatles illustrating the
psychedelic aspect of the 1960’s in addition to a clip of a JFK speech as well as
a Vietnam anti-war protest. As The Graduate deals with issues of intellectual
depth and rebellion against authority, this is what I especially emphasize. In
addition to the rebellious aspect of popular culture, it is also pointed out that
young people in the 1960°s believed they might be able to radically change the
world, and make it not only psychedelic and mind-expanding, but also peaceful
as well. A sentiment most famously conveyed by the most psychedelic of the

1960’s superstars John Lennon in the song Imagine.
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Conclusion

As a result of studying the difference between these two films, I hope that
the students have learned that films are often made by people who are actually
trying to make them believe something. More importantly they have hopefully
learned that filmmakers (and television and news producers) have an incredible
power to not only present what happens on the screen but most importantly
to manipulate and control the viewer’s emotional reaction to those events.
It is thus my hope that this class can lead students to improve their overall
critical thinking skills. This type of critical thinking skill is indeed especially
important for citizens of a democracy to possess as they are entrusted with the

responsibility of freely electing their own leaders.
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Evolution in an EFL Classroom

R. Jeffrey BLAIR

Abstract

The educational environment has changed, is changing, and will continue to
change. In this paper I describe how I as a teacher have been coping with the

changes, particularly how I try to use the new technology to full advantage.

What is the goal of English classes at Japanese universities? This decision is
primarily the responsibility of each individual instructor. When I joined Aichi
Gakuin in 1996 I decided that in my speaking and reading classes I would focus
on discussion. This would allow for a broad range of topics from personal to
academic, based upon readings and/or personal knowledge. Within each topic
the content of the discussion would be flexible so that the students could, in fact
would have to, decide for themselves (a) what to say as well as (b) how to say
it in English, just as they will have to do in real life. Such discussion contains
many of the elements of the Communicative Approach as described in Larsen-
Freeman (1987, 62-63), but without the typical functional syllabus, which
is more appropriate for second language learning ESL than foreign language
classes EFL. Students work in small groups, have a wide choice of linguistic
forms, are free to express their individuality, and receive feedback from a

teacher who acts as facilitator, adviser, and at times interlocutor. My discussion
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syllabus is organized around topics, rather than functions.

Class sizes at the junior college were generally between 32 and 36, and the
class period was only 40 minutes long. If students only practiced one-on-one
with the teacher, each student could only get about half a minute of speaking
practice per class. Some classes met once a week, some met twice, so students
would only get a total of 7 or 15 minutes of practice a semester. I decided to
have students practice with each other in groups of 3—4 students each, just like
the groups that naturally form at parties. These small groups would allow them
to get 16 to 18 times as much speaking practice. The teacher would be free to
circulate, monitor, and participate in these discussions.

There was also written homework (in paragraphs) almost every week to
get them mentally prepared for the classroom work, to decide before class (a)
what they wanted say and (b) how to say it in English. Since discussion is an
interactive process—conversation rather than a speech—group members were
encouraged to show interest in each speaker’s contribution and probe deeper by
asking their own follow-up questions. They reported these questions (without
answers) in the group reports that they submitted at the end of class. I collected,
revised, and added my own questions to create a list for each topic, which I
posted on my website (see http://www3.agu.ac.jp/~jeffreyb/spking/index.html),
printed up, and have distributed to later classes.

After six years of English instruction in junior high and high school and
before they go out into the real world, the college years are a good time for
students to take the jump, escape from their textbooks and express their own
thoughts, feelings, and knowledge in their own English ... not some artificially
concocted discussion activities, but natural free discussions on set topics ...
no mimicry, no parody, no textbooks. Their homework gave me insight into
the shape of their /nterlanguage. 1 would read it and write my comments, and

that was their feedback. My insights from reading homework provided me
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with the feedback that I needed to revise course content and my explanations
of the material. In other words my classes operate on the plan-do-see cycle. /
plan lectures, topics, and activities for the students. They do the classwork and
homework. When / see what they have done (by reading the homework and
group reports or observing them in class), I revise the plan for the next topic.
Topics changed frequently, almost every week.

This system seemed to work well enough for several years, but “life is
change, how it differs from the rocks” (Kantner, 1968). Two major changes
have occurred in the educational environment since then (a) demographic
changes—a decrease in the college-age population due to a low birth rate and

(b) advances in technology, especially computers and cellphones.

New Educational Environment

The college-age population in Japan has been dropping quickly, year after
year. Post secondary schools have been competing to protect their enrollments,
but the Law of Supply and Demand is unyielding. Many junior colleges, where
the bulk of the English language programs have traditionally resided, have
closed. Four-year university programs seem to be more resilient, but they too
have suffered drops in their enrollment or been forced to accept applicants of
lower academic ability. Examination Hell has become Examination Heaven for
high school graduates. The entrance exams no longer keep students out of the
university system. It allows in students who lack basic knowledge, the ability to
concentrate and use their imagination, or the motivation to study seriously.

The Japanese educational system has depended heavily on entrance exams
to maintain academic standards and ensure the quality of its graduating

classes. Once Japanese students enter a school it is usually not very difficult to
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graduate. Mandatory education through junior high school has been interpreted
to mean that every student must pass regardless of ability or effort. Academic
competition begins with high school. There are not enough public high schools
for everyone, so entrance exams determine who gets into the public schools.
Private high schools take up the slack so that almost all students can enter high
school. Standards vary among high schools, but once a student is accepted,
academic pressure is usually low. Typically a student must get a score below
one half of the class average to flunk a test. Even then students can often take a
retest, rather than repeat the course.

Lectures permeate the Japanese educational system. Students listen, write
notes, memorize, and display their declarative knowledge on examinations.
English courses are commonly based on a structural syllabus that is timed as
accurately as a city subway schedule. Each point of grammar is another stop,
hopefully, on the way to perfect grammar and communication. But the train
does not stop at any one station for long and the memory of past stations fades
soon after each exam is completed. The result is that while Japanese students
are exposed to a broad range of discreet English grammar rules, many come
away from it with little understanding of which structures are most useful and
how they are used to communicate ideas.

The Ad Hoc Committee for Education Reform recognized in 1984 the
shortcomings of English education in Japan despite the great efforts made by
those involved (Koike and Tanaka, 1995, 19). Classes were seen as too large
to control and class hours too few. A communication-centered, as opposed to
culture-centered approach was proposed. Twenty-five years later improvement
is hard to see. On the contrary, standards seem to have dropped. More than a
few students come to college classrooms in utter confusion.

The other change, technological progress, holds a great deal of promise, but

also has its dark side. A vast collection of information and language samples
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are posted on the World Wide Web, which is available almost instantly on
computers and cellphones throughout the world. The shear volume and
checkered quality of the information can be a problem and becomes the first
hurdle to be overcome. Will students take the time to go through such large
volumes of material, reflect upon what they find, analyze and evaluate it,
and then separate the wheat from the straw? If they do, the World Wide Web
will become an invaluable resource. On the other hand, if they blindly extract
just the amount they need for an assignment or copy large sections of text,
their education will be short circuited causing their teachers to curse the new
technology that allows them to be so lazy.

As the educational environment changes our teaching must adapt, based
on our own knowledge, experiences, and “evolving personal, professional
theoretical bases” (Holly and Mcloughlin, 1989, 260). Evolution is a very slow
process, but the process of trial and error that powers it can bring about amazing
results. Effective innovations are preserved and expanded upon, while wrong
turns are eventually discarded. Such a spirit of experimentation in the classroom
may be as useful to education as biological evolution is to life. So as a teacher
I study my students, looking for opportunities to improve their English abilities

and fuel their motivation.

Adding Images and Hyperlinks

As the lists of questions on my webpages became longer, I realized that
embedded images would provide some visual support and break up an
otherwise monotonous text on the screen or printed page. Luckily the World
Wide Web is bursting with photos and pictures as well as information, and I

realized I could kill two (or three) birds with one stone. A direct link to images
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on the Web make them appear to be imbedded in a webpage (see Blair, 2006).
By linking each image (usually reduced from its original size) to its own
website, anyone viewing it can click on the image to see it in its original size
with its URL address displayed in the address box, thereby giving credit to the
owner. Viewers can also truncate the address (from the right) in order to explore
the website that contributed the image. In this way interested viewers can use
the hyperlinked images and text on my lists of questions as springboards to vast
amounts of information posted on the World Wide Web.

Linked images can also be used in tandem with text links to avoid a common
problem with the text links: they go dead without any visible sign of their
demise. Connections on the Web continually change. Webpages disappear or are
relocated (with new URL addresses) with great frequency. Nothing in a text link
reflects that change. Unsuspecting readers find out when they click on the link
and a “404 Not Found” message appears instead of the desired webpage. It gets
a bit frustrating for readers. Checking text links at regular intervals is extremely
time consuming. If a linked image is coupled with text linked to the same
website, however, both links will normally break at the same time (ie. when
the website disappears or takes on a new URL address). The text hyperlink will
appear unchanged, but the image will disappear, giving a visible signal that
both webpages’ new URLSs need to be relocated or their links removed.

Hyperlinks are a convenient way to provide curious students with access
to more information (in their native language or in English) on the topics that
come up in class. The bottleneck in the process is the time it takes to locate
Internet information of satisfactorily high quality. The situation has been
improved greatly by the creators of Wikipedia (see Blair, 2008). It has provided
a great deal of high quality (by Web standards at least) interlinked information,
which is easily accessed in numerous languages by keywords. While the

information and writing are not flawless (neither are they in books, by the way),
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Wikipedia does provide an excellent first reference. To take full advantage
of this resource, I have tried to place hyperlinks to Wikipedia in most of my
webpages at frequent intervals, so that at least one appears on the screen at all

times (regardless of scrolling).

The Five Basic Sentences

These technical innovations can supplement the information students get in
the classroom and help them find out what they want to say. Then they have
to decide how to say it in English. Since an increasing number of students had
been coming to class with gaping holes in their knowledge of English grammar,
I decided to inject some lectures into the curriculum. This would help focus
attention on grammatical sub-tasks that need to be refined and practiced in
order to enable automatic encoding of English sentences and achieve successful
restructuring of interlanguage forms (see McLaughlin, 1987 and 1990).

At about the same time, as luck would have it, my daughter came to a couple
chapters in her high school English textbook that she did not understand. This
was the one and only time she ever asked for my help with her English, she
could not understand the value and purpose of the Five Basic Sentences. It was
destiny. Twenty years earlier one of my students had mentioned the five basic
sentence patterns. Like other native speakers I had no idea what those patterns
were, and had been wondering about them in the back of my mind for two
decades.

The idea is simple and fundamental to English grammar: almost all sentences
have a subject (S) and a verb (V). Two kinds of noun phrases can come after
the verb: an object (O) or a complement (C). A complement is slightly different

from an object in that the noun (and its article) can often be deleted, leaving just
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an adjective.

Junya is a cheerful boy.

Junya is cheerful.

Only a few verbs are followed by complements, notably the verb “be”. The
difference between O and C explains a very common error that students make
with the “be” verb. Unlike Japanese “C3”, in English the S and C nouns must

be of the same type.

O Junya (S=person) is a college student (C=person).
X His father (S=person) is diabetes (C=disease).

O His father (S=person) is a diabetic (C=person).

Once students understand the difference between O and C. The Five Basic
Sentences are easy to explain and remember: SV_, SVO, SVC, SVOO, and
SVOC. We can think of the core of an English sentence as having three slots:
one for the subject (a noun phrase), one for the verb phrase, and one for objects
and complements (noun phrases, though C is often reduced to an adjective).
The most common of the five patterns—the SVO pattern—can be compared to
a hamburger. Nouns are bread and the verb is the beef. (This sentence has no
verb! Where’s the beef?!)

Unlike Japanese noun phrases, S, O, and C nouns have no particles (B,
like %% or %) to connect them to the verb. We do use particles (prepositions—at,
on, in, etc.) to add information about time and place to sentences. I have my
students put this kind of additional information in a fourth slot, the +A slot.
The + sign represents the preposition and “A” the noun phrase attached to it.

“A” can also stand for adverbial phrase and plus alpha, in other words extra
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information attached as an adverbial phrase.

T used to deliver these grammar lectures in Japanese accompanied by English
handouts. Initially I assumed that students would understand the explanations,
but later realized that a quick in-class check was needed in addition to the
feedback that monitoring homework would eventually provide. Having four
slots turned out to be very convenient, because students can easily fold a piece
of paper into four columns for sentence dictation practice. They write sentences,

putting all the words in the appropriate slots.

S \% o/C +A
Many students | go shopping in Sakae.
My grandfather | was born on May 10, 1879.
A young guy asked the actor a question about kabuki.
Akiko dyed her hair brown in high school.
Some girl left a message on Toshi’s cellphone.
S v C S
...R(svc+ta)
She felt very upset because ...
R=... she was alone on her birthday.

Verb phrases (including modals) go in the V slot, noun phrases with
prepositions go in the +A slot, and the O/C slot remains empty after intransitive
verbs and in most passive sentences.

If we use a hamburger image for the SVO core (of most sentences), then +A
components—and there is often more than one—can be thought of as a drink
or french fries, which when added turn the hamburger into a full meal. At the
center of this meal is still the verb. (Don’t forget the beef.) All the phrases S, O/
C, and +A are tied to it. I explain four modals (have, be, do, will) and six verb

forms (to V, V-ing, V-s, V-ed, V-en, and V itself). The three most essential forms
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for students are: (a) simple present tense (V-s with singular and uncountable
subjects) for repeated actions or continual states of being, (b) simple past tense
(V-ed) since we usually talk about things that have already happened, and (c)
present progressive (be V-ing) for actions in progress. We sometimes talk about
the future (will V and be going to V), but not as often as we talk about the
present and past. The infinitive (to V) and gerund (V-ing) are useful to string
verbs together (V to V and V V-ing). I also explain perfect aspect (have V-en)
and passive voice (be V-en), but suggest students avoid using them without

good reason (see www?3.agu.ac.jp/~jeffreyb/verbs.html).

Machine Translations

Like the lists of questions for each topic I posted these grammar explanations
on my university website. The webpages were originally written in English.
I would print them up to use as handouts in class. I explained the grammar in
Japanese during class and expected students to read the English at their own
convenience outside of class. If they misplaced a handout they could always
find it on the Web and print it themselves.

I often consult these webpages myself. I found it easiest to go to Japan
Yahoo, type “jeffreyb” into the search box, and click on one of the two top-
ranking webpages. (Now I type “jeffreyb” and “kabuki”). One day when my
Kabuki webpage popped up in this search, I noticed a hyperlink for people that
wanted to read it in Japanese. 1 was particularly curious, because I had never
written it in Japanese. That is how I discovered machine translation on the Web.
By inserting similar hyperlinks in my own webpages, people reading them
could almost immediately go from the original English to Japanese machine

translations and, of course, print them up.
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In 2008 I moved from the Junior College Department of English
Communication to the University’s General Studies Department full-time. I
started teaching a “seminar” (a combination homeroom and English class).
I had taught a similar class at the junior college, a class where we studied
the histories of various foreign countries. Students were divided by ability,
I always managed to get the top section, and things went fairly smoothly.
At the University, however, students from particular departments choose
three seminars and rank them. In that first year my students were business
management majors, but all of them had made my seminar their first choice.
That made me rather optimistic until ... on the first day of class one of my
students asked me how to say 3 H (March) in English. Then I realized this was
not going to be an English only class. My other classes were also filled with
students majoring in subjects not necessarily related to English (law, religion,
psychology, nutrition, etc.). When I handed out English materials, I found it
increasingly hard to imagine that more than a handful would actually take the
time to try to read them.

My first step was to add Japanese machine translations to my English
handouts, English on the front, Japanese on the other side. It later became
apparent that the machine translations were very rough indeed. An English
phrase like “a pair of black loafers (the shoes)”, for instance, was translated
as ~ADERADRBIFHE (a couple of lazy black people). I came across similar
mistranslations when my computer translated from Japanese into English. A
lot of useful vocabulary popped up, but mistakes were common (¥ b % b was
mistaken for a mysterious homonym fEHE “impossible spear”, rather than
being translated correctly as “by force”). Moreover the translation software
jumbled the word order in English sentences to such an extent that it took
a great deal of imagination to reassemble the words and assign an overall

meaning. The use of translation software still requires highly motivated,
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inquiring, critical minds to convert output into meaningful communication.
Unfortunately not many Japanese college students are willing or able to attempt
that arduous feat.

The solution for my seminar was to rely on Japanese Wikipedia articles
to give students some historical background on the foreign countries that we
studied. I used four-slot dictation practice of English sentences based on the
content of those articles to check students’ grammar. It revealed that many
students had trouble spelling foreign names, even common ones (like Charles,
as in King Charles I). So I decided to modify the articles by replacing the
kana (Japanese syllabary) in foreign loan words and names with their English
spellings. This allowed them to make connections between spelling and
pronunciation and also served to highlight the names and some key foreign loan
words.

The written grammar explanations remained in English for a few more
months until one particularly low-level class convinced me to embark on the
long journey of putting them into Japanese. The imagination necessary to figure
out Japanese machine translations are also necessary to decipher the flawed
Japanese of many foreign instructors (including the author). In order to motivate
my students to listen carefully to my strange Japanese and think deeply about
its intended meaning, I told them to take notes in Japanese of my explanation
and to put it into authentic Japanese that would be easy fo understand. 1t took a
lot of time to read their notes, but it gave me (a) a glimpse of what they thought
I was saying and (b) numerous samples to consult as 1 wrote up my own
Japanese version of the grammar explanation. This was the first step of a long,
never ending journey to put my teaching materials, new and old, into Japanese.

I post these Japanese explanations on my website and link them to the
corresponding English explanations (and the English explanations to them).

These two-way hyperlinks replace the one-way link to Japanese machine
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translations. When I print them up for classes, I usually put English on one side
and Japanese on the other. Since the students can read the Japanese, I can skip
those lectures and pass them out while returning homework at the beginning of
class, giving the students something to do and thereby reduce classroom chatter.

Later I can quiz them about, refer to, or elaborate upon what they have read.

From Batting Practice to Baseball

Students sometimes tell me that they do not want to study any more
grammar, “just English conversation”, as though grammar and communication
are independent of each other. Can 40 students ignore grammar, simply
chat away with one native speaker of English and pick it up? My students
all seem to know the phrase No Music, No Life. I tell them No Grammar,
No Communication. I have tried to imagine for myself what grammarless
communication could possibly be. (My computer just underlined grammarless.
Apparently even computers do not believe grammarlessness is possible.) I
finally came up with a candidate ... party conversation, like when you meet

someone at a bar.

Hi, there. Nice outfit.

Empty glass. More beer?

So I guess it is possible, but not very interesting, certainly not intellectually
interesting.

The SVO grammar discussed above can help my students make sentences,
but that is only the first step in a normal conversation. Real people string

sentences together into longer discourse. So what happens when a teacher tries



144

to have a real conversation in the classroom full of Japanese students? They are
used to lectures followed by the teacher (who knows the answer) asking display

questions (to see if the student remembers).

T: Who was the first prime minister of Japan?
S: Ito Hirobumi.

T: Very good.

The teacher is satisfied with the correct answer, a short one, and goes on to
question someone else. The student is happy to be off the hook. Quite often
a student who does not know the answer simply remains silent and waits for
the teacher to go on to the next student. I believe that “no answer” is the worst
possible response to a question. I have encouraged such students by telling them
that it is /ike batting. It is better to swing and miss than to strike out without
taking a swing. That got me thinking about questions and answers in terms of
batting. The question seemed like a pitch. Hopefully students take a swing.
A meaningful answer was a hit, while an incomprehensible or incompatible
answer was a strike.

In an English classroom display questions are often used to check
comprehension. “Read the passage (or listen to the video) and answer these
questions.” The ultimate goal, however, is to get students to communicate in
English—to tell us what they think, how they feel, or something that we really
do not know. How do such conversations start? They often start with a question.
Even when you have some news you want to announce, you might start with a

question.

A: You know what?

B: No. What?
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A: My son just graduated from college.

In this instance, a question was used to elicit a question. B will probably
add a comment and ask another question, which is a sign of enough interest
to continue the conversation. Once A has confidence that B really has some
interest in the topic, his answers and then B’s comments will become longer,
maybe three or four sentences long. Then you have a real conversation going.

In the classroom I would like to stimulate the students into having their own
real discussions, that is my goal. We begin with a topic and a list of discussion
questions as described above. Too often, however, it’s like pulling teeth. It is
difficult to get anything to come out of their mouths. The teacher tosses out a
discussion question to the class. There is the pitch. But, of course, there is no
answer. You have to choose a batter, call on a specific student. Still no answer,
so you encourage them to take a swing. Finally an answer comes, not a full
sentence, simply a noun. And it makes sense, it’s a hit. Then the conversation
stops. The student is happy, because he gave a good answer and avoided the
need for any grammar. Now the teacher will pick another batter and toss him
the next question. The teacher can pump reluctant students for information,
peppering them with questions. But these one-sided batting practice
conversations become like a police inquisition.

A better model is needed—maybe “catch ball”. This seems to be a popular
metaphor in Japanese English classes. If the throw is a question, then a catch
would be an appropriate noun phrase answer, I guess, like a hit in the previous
model. Catch ball conversations enhance the student’s role (short answers and
questions) making them equal partners in the interaction. The fact that they ask
their own questions also gives them some initiative and control in the direction
of the discussion. Connecting each succeeding question to the previous noun

phrase or its question soon becomes difficult to achieve, and the relentless
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alternation of questions and answers seems mechanical, and thus artificial.
There are three ways to move a conversation forward: (a) ask a question, (b)
utter a phrase, or (c) make a statement. Statements, not questions and answers,
form the bulk of most discussions. This third element can be worked into the
model by expanding it from batting practice, through catch ball, to baseball
... pitch, hit, run, run, run (to first base, then to second and third). People in
real conversations add information to their initial answers. Students should be
encouraged to add three or four sentences (a homerun) to their short answers.
By engaging in baseball conversations they can demonstrate that they are
interested in the conversation and also provide a place to hook subsequent

questions.

Four-Slot Grammars and the Triangle of Words

A four-slot grammar for statements has been described above. A slightly
modified four-slot grammar can serve to explain the transformation from a
statement to its corresponding questions. The S-slot becomes the Wh-slot,
which remains empty for yes/no questions, while the noun phrase that contains
the unknown information disappears (but, except for the subject, not its slot).
If the unknown information happens to be the subject, then the modification is

complete.

Wh/s \% O +A

Who left the message | on Toshi’s cellphone?

On the other hand, if the subject remains, we move it to the V-slot and precede

it by a modal.
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Wh- m-S-V o/C +A
What message did Mai leave for Toshi?
Why did she feel upset?
Did she feel sad or angry?
Who did she want to spend | her birthday with?

When the V-slot for the statement has no modal, a “do” modal is inserted. Voila,
we have a handy four-slot grammar, convenient for dictation practice.

These two simple four-slot grammars, one for statements (S V O/C +A/R)
and one for questions (Wh mSV O/C +A/R) explain the macro grammars of
full sentences. That covers two of the three elements of a conversation. We can
devise a four-slot grammar for noun phrases as well. The noun (n) is located in
the third slot. Adjectives (al, single-word adjectives) go in front of the noun,
in the second slot. Determiners (d), a class of special adjectives that includes
articles and possessive pronouns, go in the first slot. While several adjectives
can fill a slot, only one determiner is allowed. The slot that comes after the

noun contains adjectival phrases (a2, including prepositional phrases (+a) and

phrases that begin with relative clauses (+r)).

Determiner 23;:1?52 Noun Adjective phrase = +a/+r
those six white | rabbits under the tree
the tall woman in the black dress
a large asteroid | that is going to hit the Earth
the music group that I like best

The four-slot grammar for noun phrases not only explains how to give short
answers to questions, it also explains the micro grammar of full sentences—the
internal structure of S, O, C, and A noun phrases.

The three grammars taken together form a simple map for students to go
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from words to phrases to sentences. I like to think of it as the triangle of words.
The semantic load of a sentence is carried mostly by three classes of words:
verbs, adjectives, and nouns. Let’s arrange them in a triangle with verbs (V) at
the top and adjectives and nouns at the base. Below the base go the four noun
phrase slots, so that al lines up with the adjective vertex and n is aligned with
the noun vertex. Above the apex go five slots with V in the middle and the S
and O/C slots on either side. The fifth slot is for +A phrases. The first is also,

because unlike S and O/C phrases, +A can move to the front.

(+A/R) S A% o/C +A/R
verb
adjective noun
d al n a2
a, some, the
. S
my, your, their number o +a (o)
(name)’s size C
this, that, those color A +1(svo)
which?, what?

We can think of the four slots at the base of the triangle as a micro grammatical
assembly center for noun phrases which then get embedded into the macro

grammatical frame at the apex.
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From PCs to Cellphones

Though one can always find exceptions to any rules, and it is far from a
complete grammar, these four-slot mini grammars provide a lucid, learnable
description of English conversations for low and intermediate-level students.
Well, that’s half the cure. The other half is its distribution, how to get the
information out to the students. The obvious answer is to give lectures in
Japanese. Not much information may actually be absorbed, however, and even
less will be retained for long. That is my experience from having students take
notes in class (see above). The next step is to give them handouts in Japanese
and have them read the handouts in class (while you are passing back papers,
perhaps). Right after they have read the handout, ask for questions. In most
classes you will not get any questions, so quiz them about the main points.

That is your best chance as a teacher to get them to absorb the information,
but they will probably forget it by the next class. Well, they have it in writing.
They can always refer back to your handout ... if they can find it. Many
students squirrel away handouts without reading them, intending to review the
most important points just before the final exam. They count on their teacher
telling them which points which are the important ones. That is what they really
want when they ask, two weeks before the exam, “how to study” for it.

Even well-intentioned students may have trouble locating handouts and
finding a good time and place to review. Luckily language has evolved from
spoken to written and beyond (see Logan, 2007). Almost all teachers and
student now have their own personal computers or at least access to school
computers. I have taken advantage of this infrastructure by posting virtually
all my handouts on the World Wide Web. On the first day of class I pass out a
printed version of my homepage, which includes its URL address. It has my

teaching schedule, and each class is linked to the class schedule. The class
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schedule in turn is linked to almost all the handouts. I have noticed, alas, that
few students actually take advantage of this instant, easy access. It seems easy
for the generation that used typewriters and located information in libraries
with the use of card catalogs, but the cellphone generation has much higher
standards for the term “easy access”.

One other problem with handouts is that they address general problems, not
the specific problems of any one individual. Students think they are material
to be memorized for the final exam, rather than applied to their own English.
Although teachers often write individual corrections and comments on
homework papers, there is little time to write full explanations.

I think we can kill two birds with one stone by posting short, simple grammar
explanations and other common homework comments on the Web, in formats
that can be viewed on cellphones screens. This would reinforce the handouts
and be accessible anytime, anywhere—especially in buses and trains during
their daily commutes, when students have lots of free time and often spend
it gazing at their cellphones anyway. Students could be encouraged to add a
bookmark or screen memo on their cellphones of an index webpage. Click,
click ... there is the index with instant, in-your-face review of important points.
In addition teachers could print up copies of the index page, circle the links
to the appropriate comments, and staple them to students’ homework, thereby
providing fuller explanations of their weak points than time permits for hand-
written comments.

Times have changed and will continue to change. We teachers need to take
full advantage of the new technology—including cellphones, Wikipedia, and
YouTube—and our students’ infatuation with it. Yes, we can ... turn them
away from the Dark Side of the Internet and make it a positive force in their

education.
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A Study of Christina Rossetti’s “Goblin Market™:
Joining Hands to Little Hands

Shu-Huei LIN

Christina Rossetti posited a lovely sisterhood in “Goblin Market” that is
different from the envious sisterhood in famous fairy tales. Rossetti promotes
a cooperative relationship between women rather than a connection based on
rivalry. As many critics noticed, “Goblin Market” is often interpreted referring
to Christian symbolism as the redemption of Christ (Lizzie) and sometimes is
seen as a reversal of “Sleeping Beauty”. Recently, in 2008, Cynthia Demarcus
Manson argued that “Goblin Market” symbolically complicates and enriches
its retelling of the Christian redemption story by recasting it as the well-known
fairy-tale romance of Sleeping Beauty (62).

Well-known fairy tales such as “Sleeping Beauty”, “Cinderella”, or “Snow
White” portray a rivalry between mother and daughter or between sisters.
Contrary to these conventional tales, Rossetti’s “Goblin Market” illustrates
a helpmate relationship: ‘joining hands to little hands’ (560). Referring to
Manson’s essay, in this essay I try to interpret Victorian women'’s social position
as expressed in Rossetti’s “Goblin Market” by comparing it with other heroines

in some traditional fairy tales.
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1. The Fairy Tales

Before entering my main theme, I would like to reconsider some heroine’s
paradigms that we might have read in our childhood. First, I will look at the
heroine of “Snow White”. In the tale, I centered on the relationship between
three women, one is the Queen, mother of the Snow White, the second is the
new Queen, her step-mother, and the third is the little Snow White herself.

Analyzing the three women’s characters in “Snow White”, it expresses three
different figures of women. The mother queen sitting working in a window
represents a typically traditional woman who was limited to the domestic
sphere; then, the step-mother framed in her magic mirror may symbolize a
new woman, eager to break out of their limitations peering at freedom out of
domestic conventionality; and lastly, little Snow White who played a role to
break the limits by living free in wood, a place out of woman’s domestic realm.
The new queen envied little Snow White not only because of her beauty but
also because of her free life in the wood. Christina Bacchilega states, the “basic
themes of Snow White are female development and female jealousy” (31). The
relationship between the new queen and Snow White might be considered to be
the jealousy of womanhood, in other words, a rivalry between women which
doesn’t exist between mother and daughter. It is an agreeable consideration as
Sandra Gilbert and Susan Gubar cite that such jealousy arises “not only by the
queen’s mirror obsession but by the absence of King from the story ...” (37) as
the source of the woman’s envy.

The basic theme of Snow White tends to emphasize the women’s jealousy.
Snow White’s mother queen died in child birth and failured to educate Snow
White on how to be a woman. Because Snow White has no chance to learn
the daughter-mother relationship from mother, she is refused by her step-

mother-queen due to the woman’s jealousy. And the same them of the women’s
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jealous relationship is also seen in the case of “Sleeping Beauty”. “Sleeping
Beauty” is a fairy tale of the destructive mother-in-law who tries to destroy
her daughter-in-law and her children. Though Sleeping Beauty’s parents try
to protect her daughter from the enchanted fate, they fail to teach her how to
prevent herself from danger. Well known that it is not well for parents who
over-protect their children. As Von Franz states, “it has the disadvantage
of prevention the individuation of the daughter, who continues the positive
feminine figure as a type, not as an individual, and cannot realize her specific
difference from her mother” (167). Both mothers fail to teach their daughter
how to be a woman and how to cooperate with her comrades. The heroine don’t
know how to identify woman’s task. It is usually that girls learn and do things
as their mothers do. This theory is proved by psychologists, as Frans states, that
“[m]ost daughters have a certain archaic identity with their mother if they have
a positive relationship with her, especially in childhood when the child talks
to her doll as the mother talks to her, even repeating the mother’s voice and
words” (167). Franz explains the relationship between daughter-mother that
many women imitate to arrange her woman’s work “as mother did” (167).
Besides “Snow White” and “The Sleeping Beauty”, there is a similar
relationship depicting women’s jealousy which appears in “Cinderella”
between her and her stepmother and two step sisters. This is a regular pattern
that is often used and familiar. Similarly as Snow White or Sleeping Beauty,
Cinderella’s mother died in Cinderella’s youth. These heroines experienced the
death of mother in childhood so that, as Franz describes, their “archaic mother-
daughter identity is broken off” (167). According to Franz analysis, “the
mother’s death is the beginning of the daughter’s process of individuation; the
daughter is confronted with the task of finding her own femininity in her own
form which entails going through all the difficulties of finding it” (167). That’s

why Snow White and Cinderella “tends to identify with her own sex” (167) by
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negotiating the step-mother.

The women’s rival relationship is often emphasized in fairy tales. Referring

to Bacchilega’s description, for example,
“for Bruno Bettelheim, Snow White represents the daughter’s successful
resolution of the Oedipal conflict, N. J. Girardot focuses on the ritual
and sacrificial pattern of initiation Snow White must undergo in order to
rejoin her society as an adult. Sandra Gilbert and Susan Gubar emphasize
the constraints that patriarchal images such as the ‘angel-woman’ (Snow
White) and the ‘monster-woman’ (the Queen) pace on female characters
and women readers’ potential” (31).
[lustrating this transformation, in Symbolic Maternity, Mitoko Hirabayashi
precisely states the historical outline of the women’s emancipation movement
and explains the apparent progress of social transformation in regards to
the earlier feminism. Reading about the character of the Prince in “Sleeping
Beauty” or about seven dwarfs and the Prince in Snow White the author Joseph
Jacobs might attempt not only to suggest women act as the house’s angel, but
also advises men to pay more attention to the wife and children instead of being
absent at home or in family.

According to Hirabayashi, the woman’s emancipation movement started
in the 1790s. Women’s pain and pleasure in the domestic realm started being
noticed. Women authors began to be aware of women’s unequal position in
literature and in politics. Many representative female writers attempted to
“illustrate woman’s ambivalence about her restrictive life” (1) in their novels or
poetry, for instance, Jane Austine’s Sense and Sensibility, Emily Bronte’s “The
Caged Bird” (1848), Elizabeth Browning’s Aurora Leigh, Sara Coleridge’s
“Poppies” (1834), and Christina Rossetti’s “Goblin Market” (1872). I have

selected Christina Rossetti’s work for my presentation here.
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2. “Goblin Market”

Christina Rossetti was born in 1830 and died in 1894. She was gifted with
a literate family. “Her parents were Gabriele Rossetti, exile, poet, writer and
professor, and Frances Mary (née Polidori), once a governess and now devoted
wife and mother” (Thomans,13). Her sister Maria Francesca, who became a
nun, was born in 1827; her brother Gabriel Charles Dante, a painter, poet, was
born in 1828; William Michael was born 1829; Christina was the youngest.
France Thomas describes the Rossettis as “precocious and gifted read avidly,
drew, wrote poetry and stories” (13). Rossetti’s “Goblin Market” was written
at 1859 and published in 1862. Thomas believes her poetry “is full of an
odd magic, unlike anything else in English poetry, and not quite duplicated
in Christina’s other work; but this oddness was as much part of Christina’s
nature as the unflinching religious devotion” (166). Senaha, however, mentions
about “women’s pain and pleasure” that “‘Goblin Market’ illustrates Rossetti’s
religious belief as well as her feminist resistance against Victorian society
in the 1850s and 1860s” (113). In Awaited Princess of Nineteenth Century,
Hirabayashi also interprets “Goblin Market” and “The Prince’s Progress” in
terms of women’s and children’s happiness. In her poems, Rossetti illustrates
women’s pain and offers the power of revival to encourage women to resurrect
themselves from the depression. Senaha identifies that Christina Rossetti
“like other Victorian poets who write on the subject of woman, Rossetti
portrays women’s pain and pleasure and punishes them when they leave
their ‘caged’ conditions, but the poet’s conclusion is more optimistic and
didactic than, say, male poet’s, because the poem is a reflection of the
female poet’s real experience” (113).
Now I'd like to concentrate on “Goblin Market”. “Goblin Market” offers

the readers various fancies, for example, the songlike litanies strengthen
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the expression of poem’s rhyme, the two sisters with diverse characters are
considered as a psychic narrative story, or as the feminine struggling story, etc.
The poem starts with the cries of some little goblin men who come from the

glen and offer a list of numerous fruits:

Morning and evening

Maids heard the goblins cry:
Here, it includes the dual aspects: “morning” enbodies masculine and “evening”
symbols feminine or “morning” is interpreted as heaven and “evening” is
considered as Earth, that Rossetti interveaves both elements to let her poem
start. And “Maids” representative women, “the goblins” are the men in this
world. Rossetti recognizes, “morning and evening”, men and women, heaven
and earth, etc., are the most important elements of the world. Thus, Rossetti
would write without lack of those essential elements in leading her readers into
her poetic fantasitic world.

Come buy, come buy our orchard fruits,

Come buy, come buy:

Apples and quinces,

Lemons and oranges,

Apricots, strawberries—

All ripe together

In summer weather,—

Morns that pass by,

Fair eves that fly;
The little goblins supply all kinds of delicious fruits to lure the two pure maids.
Germaine Greer explains, “The goblins are like Christina’s favorite animals,
the small, grotesque wronged beasts that she loved to play with” (xxxii). The

Goblin men cry:
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Taste them and try:
Currants and gooseberries,
Bright-fire-like barberries,
Figs to fill your mouth,
Citrons from the South,
Sweet to tongue and sound to eye;
Come by, come buy. (1-30)
These cries are familiar to Rossetti from her childhood at Charlotte Street.
According to Greer’s interpretation,
“Their cries have been identified partly with the street vendors’ cries that
the children would have heard in Charlotte Street, and it is only too easy
to imagine how excited and envious they felt about the goodies that their
struggling father could not hope to buy for them” (xxxii).
The little goblins’ offering fascinates the two maids, Laura and Lizzie. The
two sisters are pure and beautiful as the woman’s figures familiarly appearing
in romantic literature. According to Greer’s description, “they are maids, that
is, virgins, which implies puberty and that they are beartiful, Lizzie, in fact, as
beautiful as her namesake, with glossy golden hair, a gleaming swanlike nect,
and a body as white as snow” (xxxi). They love each other:
Golden head by golden head,
Like two pigeons in one nest
Folded in each other’s wings,
They lay down in their curtained bed:
Like two blossoms on one stem,
Like two flakes of new-fall’n snow
Like two wands of ivory
Tipped with gold for awful kings. (184-91)

In a description like this, we can see the influence of the Romantics on Rossetti,
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particularly her favorites, like Keats and Tennyson. Unlike Snow White,
Rossetti’s heroines are beautiful with golden hair as most Romantic poets
preferred. Manson indicates “The sisters themselves, who are crowned with
golden hair, are portrayed as aesthetically beautiful through similes likening
them to splendid works of human craftsmanship” (64). Menson interprets
that to be “comparisons made between the sisters and aesthetically beautiful
creations by humans not only suggest the sisters’ beauty, but also hint that the
sisters themselves are significant and valuable handiwork by a divine Creator”
(64).

In a number of instances, just as the Romantic poets used the elements of
nature in their works, Rossetti also imitates the skill of romantic poetry by
describing her heroines using the imagery of nature:

Moon and stars gazed in at them,
Wind sang to them lullaby,
Lumbering owls forebore to fly,
Not a bat flapped to and fro
Round their nest (192-196)

Unlike the Romantic poems, however, Rossetti acknowledges the reality of
society. Thus, Rossetti strenthens to express the good relationship between the
two maids who seem to contradict the jealous or envious relationship that exist
in fairy tales such as “Snow Whilte” or “Sleeping Beauty”. Laura and Lizzie
rest,

Cheek to cheek and breast to breast
Locked together in one nest. (197-198)

Rossetti knows woman’s pain from her real experience with the “fallen
woman” at the Anglican Sisterhoods. Where, Senaha believes that Rossetti
realized her role as a poet who could encourage “so-called Victorian fallen

women, or prostitutes, who were mentally and physically abused and
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rehabilitated with mixed feelings of hope and desperation” (113). Doubtless the
social transformation “from Romantic passivism to Victorian Activism” and the
experience of working in the Anglican Sisterhood that made Rossetti conceive
of the changing positions of women in the Victorian period during 1850s much
like other female poets.

Surely, Senaha’s comments identify the Victorian sisterhood of Rossetti’s two
sisters in “Goblin Market” as “a nineteenth-century feminist representation of
women, rouses women to the importance of ‘sisterhood’ and ‘action’ by which
suffering, in the process of achieving the ‘new world’, could be replaced with
pleasure after all” (124). Such a struggle for woman could be seen in Rossetti’s
earlier works, like “Maude”. “Maude”, written when Rossetti was nineteen, is
regarded as a semi-autobiographic novella about three girls’. The fifteen-year-
old heroine, Maude Foster, was posited to be, like Gilbert’s description, as
“a surrogate for Rossetti herself” (549). And Gilbert comments that “Maude/
Rossetti should die because she obviously sees herself as a fragile, vainly
costumed lady, no ruler of nature at all but a tormented servant” (553).

Unlike Maude, however, Rossetti did not die. Gilbert and Gubar distinguish
the difference between Rossetti herself and Maude, that “[w]hile Maude lies
passively, angelically, dutifully dead—and the living Christina Rossetti takes up
her pen to spend a lifetime writing ‘Amen for us all’” (554).

Similar to “Maude”, men don’t exist in “Goblin Market”. In “Goblin
Market”, the goblins that symbolize the men’s world, for example, a world of
arts, or male poets’ societies where her brother Dante had led Rossetti, are like
the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood. Certainly, Rossetti tends to attend the male-
oriented world but she feels afraid in that unknown world. To Rossetti, the
male-oriental article world is thought as a grotesque world as similar to how she
imaged the goblins’ world. And the goblin’s world seems not to good for a maid

to peep. Though Rossetti creates an imaginative figure of vital characters:
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One had a cat’s face
One whisked a tail,
One tramped at a rat’s pace,
One crawled like a snail,
One like a wombat prowled obtuse and furry,
One like a ratel tumbled hurry skurry. (71-76)
Rossetti prohibits the goblins from the world of maids.
When Laura met them in the glen, goblin merchants had shown various
goods to attract to the golden haired maid.
One hauls a basket,
One bears a plate,
One lugs a golden dish
Of many pounds weight
How fair the vine must grow
Whose grapes are so luscious;
How warm the wind must blow
Thro’ those fruit bushes. (56-63)
Laura “wonders at goblin merchant man” (70) and desires to taste the goblins’
fruits. This could be seen as the expression of the anxieties of women or
Rossetti herself who attempted to enter the literary world. Greer descibes it,
“The poem is so compelling because troubling ideas exist within it
quite unanalyzed, as they do in dreams. It is driven by the paradoxical
motivations of Christina’s yearning for ecstasy, her fear of male
insensibility and rapacity and her repugnance for carnal intercourse”
(xxxi).
Samely, Ellen Morers comments
“the poem does belong to the nursery; its preoccupations are all infantile

and all thoroughly corrupt. It reminds us once for all that there is nothing
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innocent about childhood and so strikes as the root of a cherished adult

fantasy” (based on Greer’s “introduction”, xxxi).
Certainly, it could be seen as Rossetti’s phycholoical progress From “Maude”
to “Goblin Market”. Rossetti herself shows interest or fascination in the male
literary world though it seems to her as an unfamiliar, uncertain and somewhat
hesitant world. Her hesitation simply appears in the description of the goblin’s
figures. Gilbert and Gubar suggested that the mental struggle of female writers
in the male-dominated society. Gubar and Gilbert indicate that

“Young ladies like Laura, Maude, and Christina Rossetti should not

loiter in the glen of imagination, which is the haunt of goblin men like

Keats and Tennyson—or like Dante Gabriel Rossetti and his compatriots

of the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood” (573).

Lizzie represents Christina’s sister Marian or her mother who had worked
as a governess like the other young women did and knew writing was not a
suitable job for sister, Christina. That is why the wit Lizzie met Laura at the
door gate and warned her:

Dear, you should not stay so late,
Twilight is not good for maidens;
Should not loiter in the glen

In the haunts of goblin men.

Do you remember Jeanie,

How she met them in the moonlight,

Where she lies low:
I planted daisies there a year ago
That never blow (143-162)

Moral lessons are often used in fairy tales, for example, in Snow White, the
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seven dwarfs warned Snow White not to open the door to let anyone enter their
house. Certainly, Rossetti used the common moral lesson in her works without
any hesitation. The fruits of goblins did not exist in the real world. So when
Laura ate it, her appetite increased and she desired more. As in Old Testament,
Eve succumbed to Satan’s temptation to eat the forbidden fruit. C. W. Hassetti
critizes her condidtion saying that
“The fruit she (Laura) desires is not simply missing, it is withheld.
Rossetti’s goblins are not just tempters, they are desire, or rather the
agents of desire’s paradox; they deal in what arouses, exhilarates, and
injures appetite, and the sisters experience them differently. Each in her
own way is a desire of the goblins’ fruit, and each discovers for herself the
convulsive, self-divided nature of her yearnings.” (20).
After eating the fruits of goblin, Laura’s heart is absent in the desire for more
goblin’s fruits and forgets her maiden role and work.
Lizzie with an open heart
Laura in an absent dream
One content, one sick in part
One warbling for the mere bright day’s delight
One longing for the night (210-214)
Eating the Goblin’s fruit is a sin for maidens. Comparing “Goblin Market” with
Sleeping Beauty or Snow White, Laura’s fate could be thought of as resembly
the princess of Sleeping Beauty or of Snow White. Manson comments both
Laura and Sleeping Beauty fell into spell “as a result of their curiosity” (64).
Laura caused by eating the fruit of Goblin, Sleeping Beauty by her “grasping
a spindle and pricking her finger” (86) and Snow White by eating a poisoned
apple. After eating the goblin’s fruits, Laura lost her sensation of sight, hearing,
as Manson indicates, “Laura slips into a sleep-like state of semiconsciousness,

in which she disengages from her surroundings” (64). Laura can hear the cries
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of the goblin no more though. Laura was depressed:

Must she then buy no more such dainty fruit?

Must she no more such succous pasture find,

Gone deaf and blind? (257-259)

Laura becomes despairing; she laughs nor more and hesitates:

Her tree of life drooped from the root:

She said not one word in her heart’s sore ache:

But peering thro’ the dimness, nought discering,

Trudged home, her pitcher dripping all the way;

(260-264)
She wishes for “baulked desire”, and cries “as if her heart would break” (268).
Observing her sickened sister, “Tender Lizzie could not bear to watch her

sister’s cankerous care/ yet not to share” (11/ 299-301). Lizzie remembers Jeanie
who “fell sick and dies in her gay prime,/ in earliest Winter time” (11/ 315), so
that Lizzie “long[s] to buy fruit to comfort her [Laura],/ But fear[s] to pay too
dear” (1/ 310-311). Then, Laura fell sick and eat no more, Lizzie hesitates no
more and takes a coin from her purse to start her trip to the goblin men’s glen
for Laura. She brings a coin and tries to buy goblin’s fruits with the money but
refuses to eat the goblin’s fruit with them for her sister who awaited her home
alone. Goblins refuse to sell their fruits for money, they say “[s]uch fruits as
these/ No man can carry” (11/ 375-376). Goblins try to force Lizzie to eat in any
ways they can, but they fail.

Their tones waxed loud,

Their looks wer evil.

Lashing their tails

They trod and hustled her,

Elbowed and jostled her,

Clawed with their nails,
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Barking, mewing, hissing, mocking,

Tore her gown and soiled her stocking, ...
Held her hands and squeezed their fruits
Against her mouth to make her eat. (396-407)

Lizzie behaves bravely against the goblins’ violence. Greer describes,
“Lizzie is energy, whether she is braving the encounter with the goblin men,
or greedily sucking their fruit, or writing in medicinal torment” (xxxi). Thus,
critics often interpret Lizzie as a female Christ in the Christian conception by
sacrifying herself for her sister. The difference between Laura and Lizzie has
always been considered as the personal psychological conditions, both interior
and exterior nature of Rossetti’s. Exactly, it is Rossetti’s her hesitant emotions
that considered as her passive and positive characters. Greer indicates, “[b]oth
characters seem to have existed in [Rossetti] side by side—the child who ripped
up her arm with scissors and the woman who knitted her eternal worsted spoke
sparingly” (xxxi).

“Did you miss me?

Come and kiss me.

Never mind by bruises,

Hug me, kiss me, suck my juices

Squeezed from goblin fruits for you,

Goblin pulp and goblin dew.

Eat me, drink me, love me;

Laura, make much of me;

For your sake I have braved the glen

And had to do with goblin merchant men.” (465-474)
Lizzie Succeeds in bringing the juice of goblin’s fruits home and allows her

sickening sister to suck it. Because Lizzie acts as “a female Saviour, negotiates
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with the goblins (as Christ did with Satan) and offers herself to be eaten and
drunk in a womanly holy communion” (566). Lizzie saves Laura and Laura
transforms “back from a lost witch to a virginal bride and ultimately leading her
into a heaven of innocent domesticity” (566).

Laura is strong enough to bear her desire and renunciation. Greer describes
her, “Laura is hardly ever physically described although she is included in the
description of them as equally white and equaly golden-haired. Laura’s strength
is the strength of inertia and renunciation: she acts slowly but she does not
swerve and carries her intention to its completion. She can wear out the goblins
simply by relentless passivity” (xxxi).

Laura suffers in desiring more fruit; Lizzie pains in refusing against the
goblin men’s temptation as Laura did. Senaha asserts that “suffering is required
when one takes an action to reach a new world and the pain is transformed to
pleasure. In this poem, the pain of Laura and Lizzie is rewarded by learning
sisterhood” (142) Similarly Gilbert and Gubar describe Rossetti “As a
representative female poet-speaker, moreover, Rossetti believes she must learn
to sing selflessly, despite pain, rather than selfishly, in celebration of pleasure”
(571). Now, Laura recovers from her desire and gets rid of sickness and agony;
Lizzie transforms her pain into pleasure by saving her lovely sister. Seneha
praises Rossetti’s sisterhood:

“Rossetti believes that suffering is a positive process that leads to a higher
level of happiness if the effort is made by sororal love. In fact, when Lizzie
comes back with goblin fruits, Lizzie’s awakening starts. Laura realizes
her sister’s selfless love and discovers ‘the new world’ of sisterhood. Laura
is a fallen woman, but her suffering is a fortunate fall: she finds pleasure in
pain as she reborn by Lizzie’s sororal exorcism” (132).

Laura would call the little ones

And tell them of her early prime,
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Those pleasant days long gone

Of not-returning time:

Would talk about the haunted glen,

The wicked, quaint fruit-merchant men,

Their fruits like honey to the throat

But poison in the blood,;

(Men sell not such in any town)

Would tell them how her sister stood

In deadly peril to do her good,

And win the fiery antidote:
“Suffering” allows Laura to grow and understand the important helpmate
relationship that “sisterhood is the strongest tie in the world” (Senaha, p. 134)
and Laura acknowledges her role to teach her children about the sisterhood.

Then joining hands to little hands

Would bid them cling together,

“For there is no friend like a sister

In calm or stormy weather;

To cheer one on the tedious way,

To fetch one if one goes astray,

To lift one if one totters down,

To strengthen whilst one stands” (548-567).

3. Conclusion

Snow White emphasizes the beauty and rivalry between women, similiarly,

Cinderella does too. Mostly, it is a popular paradigm that fairy tales strengthen
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women’s beauties which in turn cause a rivalry between them. Regretfully, fairy
tales usually fail to teach women how to love their comrades as sisters, mothers
and daughters. Referring to Bacchilega’s description,
“the herioines exceptional beauty sets in motion the drama of jealousy may
help to explain why critics have focused on the magic mirror so insistently
that it has become a metaphor for Snow White itself” (Bacchilega, 31).

In “Goblin Market”, Rossetti emphasizes the importance of sisterhood
both from her experience in Anglican Sisterhood and from her mother’s and
sister’s devotion. Rossetti recognizes “her social role as a poet who could give
religious, as well as moral, lessons to the penitents. Rossetti’s lesson, “there
is no friend like sister” doubtless refers to the sisters who were willing to
sacrifice themselves to help women” (134). And exactly, it is through Rossetti’s
dedication to the poem that she wants to reward to her mother and her sister

Marian, too.

ps. The essay is written according to the manuscript of my oral presentation on 61th
Central Japan English Studies, in Aichi 2009.
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